
T H E  C A M B R I D G E  U N I O N  S O C I E T Y

T H E  F I R S T  T W O  H U N D R E D  Y E A R S
13th February 1815

C A M B R I D G E 
U N I O N 

S O C I E T Y 
F O U N D E D

20th February 1815
F I R S T  D E B A T E 

H E L D

24th March 1817
P R O C T O R S 
B U R S T  I N 

T O  T H E 
U N I O N  A N D 

S U S P E N D 
D E B A T E S

March 1821
D E B A T E S 

R E S U M E  W I T H 
R E S T R I C T I O N S

26th November 1829
F I R S T  D E B A T E 
A G A I N S T  T H E 

O X F O R D  U N I O N

1830
D E B A T I N G 

P E R M I T T E D 
W I T H  N O 

R E S T R I C T I O N S

1832
U N I O N  M O V E S 
F R O M  T H E  R E D 

L I O N ,  P E T T Y  C U R Y , 
T O  T H E  H O O P  I N N , 

B R I D G E  S T .

1850
U N I O N  M O V E S  F R O M 
T H E  H O O P  I N N  T O  A 
F O R M E R  M E T H O D I S T 

C H A P E L  I N  G R E E N  S T .

Lent 1850
F I R S T  J E W I S H 

P R E S I D E N T  E L E C T E D
( S I X  Y E A R S  B E F O R E  J E W S 

A L L O W E D  T O  T A K E 
T H E I R  D E G R E E S )

1857
B U I L D I N G  F U N D 

E S T A B L I S H E D 
T O  C O N S T R U C T 

P R E M I S E S  O F  T H E 
U N I O N ’ S  O W N

Michaelmas 1862
F I R S T 

A M E R I C A N 
P R E S I D E N T 

E L E C T E D

4th June 1864
F O U N D A T I O N 

S T O N E  F O R 
U N I O N 

B U I L D I N G 
L A I D

30th October 1866
U N I O N 

B U I L D I N G 
O F F I C I A L L Y 

O P E N E D

24th February 1886
N E W  W I N G 

O F  T H E 
B U I L D I N G 

O P E N E D

1887
F I R S T  G U E S T 

S P E A K E R S 
I N V I T E D  T O 

D E B A T E S

Michaelmas 1882
F I R S T  E T H N I C 

M I N O R I T Y 
P R E S I D E N T 

E L E C T E D

Lent 1905
J O H N  M A Y N A R D 

K E Y N E S  I S 
P R E S I D E N T

1910
P R E S I D E N T 
T H E O D O R E 
R O O S E V E L T 
V I S I T S  T H E 

U N I O N

1912
U N I O N  V O T E S 

A G A I N S T 
A D M I T T I N G 

F E M A L E  M E M B E R S 
1 2 7 – 6 3

8th May 1914
E L E C T I O N 

O F  O F F I C E R S 
S U S P E N D E D 

F O R  F I R S T 
W O R L D  W A R

13th February 1915
U N I O N ’ S  1 0 0 T H 
A N N I V E R S A R Y 

P A S S E S  U N M A R K E D

February 1919
D E B A T E S  A N D 

E L E C T I O N S 
R E S U M E

Michaelmas 1919
H I G H E S T  D I V I S I O N 

R E C O R D E D  I N  A 
U N I O N  D E B A T E 

( 1 , 0 0 3  M E M B E R S )

Lent 1920
W I N S T O N 

C H U R C H I L L 
V I S I T S  T H E 

U N I O N  T O  S P E A K 
I N  A  D E B A T E

15th November 1921
B E L A T E D 

C E L E B R A T I O N S 
F O R  T H E  U N I O N ’ S 
C E N T E N A R Y  H E L D 

W I T H  F U T U R E  K I N G 
G E O R G E  V I

Michaelmas 1925
F I R S T  L A B O U R 

P A R T Y  S U P P O R T I N G 
P R E S I D E N T 

E L E C T E D

Easter 1931
W O M E N  G U E S T S 

P E R M I T T E D 
I N S I D E  T H E 
U N I O N  F O R 

M E A L S

1933
S U B S T A N T I A L 

R E D E C O R A T I O N 
O F  T H E  U N I O N 

B U I L D I N G ;  L I B R A R Y 
M O V E D  U P S T A I R S

Lent 1933
‘ T H I S  H O U S E 

P R E F E R S  F A S C I S M 
T O  S O C I A L I S M ’ 

D E F E A T E D 
3 3 5 – 2 1 8

Easter 1936
H A I L E  S E L A S S I E , 

E M P E R O R  O F 
E T H I O P I A ,  V I S I T S 

T H E  U N I O N

Lent 1939
F L O O R  D E B A T E 

A N D  ‘ P O I N T S  O F 
I N F O R M A T I O N ’ 

I N T R O D U C E D  T O 
D E B A T E S

October 1939
E L E C T I O N  O F 

O F F I C E R S  S U S P E N D E D 
F O R  S E C O N D 

W O R L D  W A R ;  R A F 
C O M M A N D E E R 

B U I L D I N G

28th July 1942
U N I O N  H I T  B Y 

L U F T W A F F E 
B O M B S ;  T H R E E 
P E O P L E  K I L L E D

28th–31st March 1944
U N I O N 

C O M M A N D E E R E D 
B Y  T H E  A R M Y  F O R 
D - D A Y  P L A N N I N G

October 1944
E L E C T I O N S 

R E S U M E ;  R A F 
C E A S E  U S E  O F  T H E 

B U I L D I N G

11th June 1946
F I R S T  F E M A L E 

G U E S T  S P E A K E R S 
( L A D Y  V I O L E T 

B O N H A M  C A R T E R 
A N D  V I S C O U N T E S S 

D A V I D S O N  M P )

Easter 1950
F I R S T  T E L E V I S E D 

U N I O N  D E B A T E 
( F R O M  A L E X A N D R A 

P A L A C E )

May Week 1950
C A M B R I D G E  U N I O N 
V S .  O X F O R D  U N I O N 
B O A T  R A C E  O N  T H E 

R I V E R  C A M

24th April 1953
R E C O L L E C T I O N S  O F 

T H E  C A M B R I D G E 
U N I O N ,  1 8 1 5 – 1 9 3 9 

B Y  P E R C Y  C R A D O C K 
P U B L I S H E D

23rd April 1955
A  S E P A R A T E 

W O M E N ’ S  U N I O N 
S O C I E T Y  H O L D S 

I T S  F I R S T  D E B A T E

Lent 1958
J E N N I F E R  P L A T T 

( N E W N H A M ) 
B E C O M E S  T H E 
F I R S T  F E M A L E 

S T U D E N T  T O 
S P E A K  I N  A  D E B A T E

1960–64
T H E  ‘ C A M B R I D G E 

M A F I A ’
 –  L E O N  B R I T T A N ,  J O H N 

G U M M E R ,  M I C H A E L 
H O W A R D ,  K E N  C L A R K E , 

A N D  N O R M A N  L A M O N T  – 
A L L  P R E S I D E N T

4th November 1963
T H E  U N I O N
 V O T E S  T O 

A D M I T  W O M E N
4 4 9 – 1 8 0

Michaelmas 1964
S H E E N A  M A T H E S O N 

( G I R T O N )  F I R S T 
W O M A N  O N  S T A N D I N G 

C O M M I T T E E

13th February 1965
U N I O N ’ S  1 5 0 T H 

A N N I V E R S A R Y 
C E L E B R A T E D 

W I T H  A  D I N N E R 
A N D  D E B A T E

Michaelmas 1967
A N N  M A L L A L I E U 

( N E W N H A M ) 
F I R S T  F E M A L E 

P R E S I D E N T

12th May 1970
H R H  T H E  P R I N C E  O F 

W A L E S  ( T R I N I T Y ) 
M A K E S  H I S  M A I D E N 

S P E E C H  A T  T H E 
U N I O N

22nd April 1972
U N I O N  M E M B E R S  V O T E S 

7 3 0 – 7 0 3  T O  M E R G E  W I T H 
N E W  T H E  C A M B R I D G E 

S T U D E N T S ’  U N I O N ; 
S C H E M E  F O U N D E R S  A F T E R 

A  N U M B E R  O F  J C R S  V O T E 
A G A I N S T  I T

May Week 1975
U N I O N  C H A M B E R 

D A M A G E D  B Y  F I R E ; 
S U B S T A N T I A L 

R E P A I R S  N E E D E D

25th February 1978
F O O T L I G H T S 
M O V E  I N  T O 
T H E  U N I O N 

C E L L A R S

Michaelmas 1981
T H E  U N I O N 
B E C O M E S  A 

R E G I S T E R E D 
C H A R I T Y

28th November 1981 

C E L E B R A T O R Y  F E A S T 
H E L D  A T  K I N G ’ S  T O 
M A R K  T H E  U N I O N ’ S 

5 0 0 T H  T E R M

March 1990
D I S C O  H E L D  T O 

M A R K  T H E  U N I O N ’ S 
1 7 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

October 1990
1 7 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y 

D I N N E R  H E L D  A T 
T H E  S A V O Y  H O T E L

5th December 1990
P R E S I D E N T 

R O N A L D  R E A G A N 
S P E A K S  A T  T H E 

U N I O N

Easter 1993
H H  T H E  1 4 T H 

D A L A I  L A M A 
V I S I T S  T H E  U N I O N

Easter 1997
F . W .  D E  K L E R K 

V I S I T S  T H E 
U N I O N

January 2003
U N I O N  W I N S  T H E 

W O R L D  D E B A T I N G 
C H A M P I O N S H I P  I N 

S T E L L E N B O S C H , 
S O U T H  A F R I C A

2005–6
F I R S T  A C A D E M I C 

Y E A R  W I T H  T H R E E 
S U C C E S S I V E 

F E M A L E 
P R E S I D E N T S

2013
U N I O N 

E N T E R S  I N T O 
C O L L A B O R A T I V E  

P A R T N E R S H I P 
W I T H 

D E L O I T T E  L L P 

October 2014
L A U N C H  O F  ‘ C U S  L I V E ’, 
A  P E R M A N E N T  O N L I N E 

S T R E A M I N G  S E R V I C E

7th  February 2015
2 0 0 T H 

A N N I V E R S A R Y 
D E B A T E

20th  February 2015
B I C E N T E N A R Y 

B A L L

26th  September 2015
2 0 1 5  L O N D O N 

D E B A T E  H E L D  A T 
M I D D L E  T E M P L E 

13th  June 2015
B I C E N T E N A R Y 

G A R D E N  P A R T Y

1 8 1 5

1 8 2 0

1 8 3 0

1 8 4 0

1 8 5 0

1 8 6 0

1 8 7 0

1 8 8 0 1 9 0 0 1 9 1 0 1 9 2 0 1 9 3 0

1 9 3 5

1 9 5 0 1 9 6 0

1 9 6 5

1 9 8 0 1 9 9 0 2 0 1 0

1 8 9 0 1 9 0 5 1 9 1 5 1 9 2 5

1 9 4 0

1 9 4 5 1 9 5 5

1 9 7 0

1 9 7 5 1 9 8 5 2 0 0 51 9 9 5

2 0 0 0

2 0 1 5


